MY WORK AS MINISTER OF FINANCES   57
The prices became high enough to ruin the habitual con-
sumers, but not so high as to render the vodka inaccessible
to the masses. The number of vodka shops was doubled.
During the war there was some justification for this policy,
but when the war was over it was the Minister's duty to
remember the late Emperor's original purpose in carrying
out his vodka reform.
Speaking of the vodka monopoly, I recall the opinion
about it of an inspector of the French financial department,
who accompanied me in my inspection tour through the
central provinces. He believed that it was an admirable
measure and that from the standpoint of the State it was
likely to be highly beneficent He was of the opinion that
the reform could be applied in France with equal success.
He was aware, however, he said, that only an absolute
monarch of an unusually firm character could carry out such
a measure in France. The Frenchman was perfectly right.
No parliament will ever pass such a measure, for it is
detrimental to the interests of too many moneyed people.
During my recent prolonged stays in France I noticed that
in the elections to the Chamber of Deputies a predominant
part was played by people who in one form or another were
financially interested in the liquor industry.
Vyshnegradski bequeathed to me a bill providing for the
responsibility of factory and mill owners for the death
or injury of their employees. When the matter came up
for discussion in the Imperial Council, Pobiedooiostzev
made a long speech against it, pointing out that the bill
was socialistic in tendency. He asserted that in Russia the
relationship between employers and employes was purely
patriarchal, that the factory workers were substantially
peasants who had lost their connection with the soil, and
that the measure in question would tend to create a nomadic
homeless proletariat. The other member of the Council
who spoke against the bill was Polovtzev. He had invested